31 August 2008

THE WORD OF GOD

TAKE-HOME INSERT
(16th Sunday after Pentecost IRCL — Proper 17)

Collect
Presider: The Lord is with you.
Assembly: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray together:
God Omnipotent,
In Christ is the true eternal nature of
Your power and our souls revealed:
Mercy, not vengeance, is the path of life;
Forgiveness, not retribution, is the way of salvation;
Serenity, not wrath, returns our souls to you --
You are the Power that strengthens us
To release our hunger for the approval of the world;
You are the Wisdom that guides us
To let die the passions that drive our hearts;
You are the Life receiving all life,
Asking only that we give ourselves to you. Amen.

A period of silence for reflection follows each lesson and the sermon. Allow your attention
to drop in and down and rest upon your breath. When distractions arise — such as thoughts
and sounds and smells — simply notice and return to the breath.

Hebrew Scriptures Jeremiah 15:15-21

Reader: A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.

YHWH, remember me! Remember me and help me! Avenge me on my persecutors.

You are slow to anger — do not take me away. For I suffer insults for your sake. When your
words came, I devoured them. Your word was my delight and the joy of my heart. For I
was called by your Name, YHWH God Omnipotent. I took no pleasure in sitting with
merrymakers; with your hand on me I sat alone, choking with the indignation you filled me
with. Why is my pain ongoing, my wound incurable, refusing to heal? Why, you're like a
spring that dries up when it’s needed most, like waters that can’t be relied upon! Then
YHWH answered me: “If you repent, I will return you to my service. If you extract the
valuable from the worthless, you will be my mouthpiece. Let them come back to you, but
you must not go back to them. I will make you a bronze wall fortified against this people.
They will fight against you but they will not overcome you. For I am with you, to save you
and deliver you — it is YHWH who speaks. I will free you from the hand of the evildoer,
and rescue you from the clutches of the violent.”

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Assembly:  Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 26:1-8

1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. (2)
2 Test me, O Lord, and try me;
Examine my heart and my mind. (Ant.)
3 For your love is before my eyes:
I have walked faithfully with you. (4)
4 Thave not sat with the worthless,
Nor do I consort with the deceitful. (Ant.)
5 Thave hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked. (6)
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord,
That I may go in procession round your altar, (7)
7  Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
And recounting all your wonderful deeds. (8)
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell
And the place where your glory abides. (Ant.)

Christian Scriptures

The Epistle Romans 12:9-21

Reader: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Community at Rome.

Your love must be sincere. Hate what is evil and cling to what is good. Love one another
with the affection of sisters and brothers. Try to outdo one another in showing respect.
Don’t grow slack, but be fervent in spirit: the One you serve is Christ. Rejoice in hope; be
patient under trial; persevere in prayer. Look on the needs of God’s holy people as your
own; be generous in offering hospitality. Bless your persecutors — bless and don’t curse
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have the same attitude
toward everyone. Don’t be condescending to those who aren’t as well off as you; don’t be
conceited. Don’t repay evil with evil. Be concerned with the highest ideal in the eyes of all
people. Do all you can to be at peace with everyone. Don’t take revenge; leave room, my
friends, for God’s wrath. To quote scripture, “‘Vengeance is mine, I will pay them back,’
says Our God.” But there is more: “If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them drink. For in doing so, you will heap burning coals upon their heads.”
Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome evil by doing good.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Assembly:  Thanks be to God.
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Hymn (see hymn board)
We stand as able.

The Gospel Matthew 16:21-28

Deacon: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Assembly:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

From that time on, Jesus began to explain to the disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, to
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and religious scholars, and that
he must be killed, and on the third day raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. “Never, Rabbi!” he said. “This will never happen to you!” Jesus turned to
Peter and said, “Get yourself behind me, you Satan! You are trying to make me stumble
and fall. You’re setting your mind not on the things of God, but of mortals.” Then Jesus
said to the disciples, “If you wish to come after me, you must deny your very selves, take
up the instrument of your own death and begin to follow in my footsteps. If you would
save your life, you will lose it; but if you would lose your life for my sake, you will find it.
What profit would you show if you gained the whole world but lost yourself? What can
you offer in exchange for your very self? The Promised One will come in the glory of
Abba God accompanied by the angels, and will repay all according to their conduct. The
truth is, some of you standing here will not taste death before you see the coming of the
Promised One’s reign.”

Deacon: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Assembly:  Thanks be to God.

The readings are taken from The Inclusive Hebrew Scriptures Vol. I, I, and 111 and The Inclusive
New Testament with © permission from: Priests for Equality/Quixote Center, P.O. Box 5206
Hyattsville, MD 20782 301-699-0042. Collect is by Kevin G. Thew Forrester.
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WELCOME to all visitors and guests this morning! After the service, you are invited to the
Great Room on the lower level (accessible by stairs or elevator) for coffee and conversation.

TODAY’S HOSPITALITY AND WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

Presider: Jim Sorenson

Preacher: Chet DeFonso

Deacon: Larry Shell

Organist: Jan Brodersen

First Reader: Ann Smith

Second Reader: Karen Benstrom

Prayers of the People: Kai Carrigan

Chalice Bearers: Barb and Dan Carpenter

Ushers: Sue Micensky and Frank Kerwin
Server: Michael Edwards

Altar Guild: Ann Smith and Sue Micensky
Coffee Hour Hosts: Burt and Sandy Purrington and Jayne Yelland
Evening Prayer Officiant: Bob Railey

Eucharistic Visitors: MGH: Kai Carrigan

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
September Food Bank Needs: Cans of green beans, corn and peas

Monday, 1* Labor Day: Office Closed

Tuesday, 2nd Mindfulness Meditation 7:45 am
Wednesday, 3rd Evening Prayer 5:30 pm
Thursday, 4™ Mindfulness Meditation 7:45 am
Saturday, 6™ Episcopal Ministry Discernment Team 10:00 am
Sunday, 7™ Holy Eucharist: 17 Pentecost 10:30 am

Quarterly Liturgical Sign-Up/Availability List Posted
The Fall Quarter list (October - December) and rosters for the various activities are posted on the “sign-up
bulletin board” in the chapel hallway through September 14. Completed Fall Quarter schedules will be
distributed beginning September 21. If there are periods when you should not be scheduled, please
indicate that in the appropriate spaces of the schedule (“Away”) or roster (“Comments”). You may use
the appropriate roster to increase or decrease your involvement in any of these activities. [ would
especially like more people to serve as coffee hour hosts. - Bob Railey

Youth Ministry Announcements
Youth Ministry programming will resume on September 14™. Youth of all ages are invited to gather in
the chapel after the Collect to participate in lessons, music, and activities for youth. Leaders will be
working in teams and will generally assist for one month at a time. We welcome any adults interested
in joining with this important ministrx.
Plans are in the works for Youth 6™ -12™ graders to gather for fellowship on the 4™ Friday of every
month, beginning in September. More details will be forthcoming.
Youth Ministry meetings will take place on the 4™ Sunday of every month at 9:30 am. All are invited to
attend as we welcome your ideas and input.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in memory or celebration of a loved one can sign up
on the list on the board in the atrium. If you have any questions or would like more information,
call Jayne McQuaid at 226-2355.
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Ladies Luncheon
The Ladies Luncheon will be held at the Page Conference Center in Little Lake on Friday,
September 19™ at 11:30 am. It will be a catered lunch with a cost of $10.00. If you are
interested in carpooling, please meet at St. Paul’s at 10:50 am. Please RSVP to Barb Carpenter by
noon on Wednesday the 17" at 226-7571.
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Annual Hunger Walk
Saturday, September 27" marks the date for the annual Marquette/Alger Hunger Walk. Walkers
will gather at Bethany Lutheran Church, 715 Mather St. in Ishpeming, 2 blocks north of US 41 to
walk in the Al Quaal Recreation Area. If you are unable to attend the event on the 27", you can
walk at your own convenience. Pledges will be collected until October 26™ and can be turned in
to Al Raymond, Larry Shell or Bob Railey. For more information, see the September issue of
The Messenger.

The Marquette Choral Society rehearsals begin for:

“A Wreath of Carols”
on Monday, September 8, 2008 7-9:30 pm
in the Choral Room, Thomas Fine Arts Bldg, NMU campus
Directed by Dr. Floyd Slotterback

Singers may join any time during the first three rehearsals. Members pay $20 which includes $5
membership and new music: Alfred Burt carols plus carols arranged by the legendary team of Robert
Shaw and Alice Parker. For more information: 906-227-2308 or fslotter@nmu.edu
Concerts will be at St. Peter Cathedral on Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon, December 6 and 7
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It has been said that ‘you can give without loving, but you can't love without giving,” and | understand that
more deeply now than before Hurricane Katrina ripped through our lives and ministry in 2005. We have
been the recipients of your love and are truly grateful.

— The Rt. Rev. Charles Jenkins, Bishop of Louisiana

Katrina Recovery: Rebuilding the Beloved Community
A Message from the Dioceses of Louisiana and Mississippi

The Gulf Coast has been enriched by the thousands of volunteers who have come to
Louisiana and Mississippi to share their gifts of time, talent, treasure and prayer in our recovery
from the devastating hurricanes of 2005. The mission we have been called to since Katrina has
transformed our dioceses and enabled us to focus on the work of Christ more clearly.

Thanks to the generosity of Episcopal Relief and Development and supporters across the
country, our ministries provided immediate relief to hundreds of thousands of people, and
continue to serve tens of thousands of families struggling to rebuild their lives. Together we
have come to understand ourselves as servants working to honor the God-given dignity of all
members of our community, striving to renew an area suffering from the slow-healing wounds of
an unprecedented disaster.

The work before us remains immense. To meet the grave housing shortage, we are
rebuilding flooded homes with volunteer labor as well as creating affordable homeownership
through Hallelujah Housing (Mississippi) and Jericho Road Episcopal Housing Initiative
(Louisiana). To bring our neighbors home, we offer case management and other direct
assistance ministries, and work for equitable, responsive rebuilding policies. Creative programs
build community resilience, as well as heal trauma.

Yet, the opportunities to live into God'’s transformation are great. We invite all Episcopalians
to come and join with us in the ongoing Gulf Coast recovery efforts. Many meaningful work
experiences exist, including opportunities with rebuilding homes, feeding ministries and health
and pastoral care. Serving together has provided a rich context for spiritual growth for the
thousands of volunteers who have come through the Diocese of Louisiana’s Office of Disaster
Response and the Diocese of Mississippi’'s Camp Coast Care and Mission on the Bay. To learn
more about volunteering with the Diocese of Louisiana, visit our Office of Disaster Response at
http://odr.edola.org or call 504-895-6634. Diocesan volunteer coordinator, Pete Nunnally,
pnunnally@edola.org, will gladly assist your group in planning a mission trip to New Orleans.
Visit www.campcoastcare.com to learn more about the Diocese of Mississippi’'s Camp Coast
Care or call 601-948-5954 or visit www.dioms.org to contact the Diocese of Mississippi.
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