14 September 2008

THE WORD OF GOD

TAKE -HOME |INSERT
(18th Sunday after Pentecost IRCL — Proper 19)

Collect
Presider: The Lord is with you.
Assembly: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray together:
Gracious God,
Endless Ocean of soothing Mercy:
When our minds would doubt
Our own worth,
In Christ we discover our eternal beauty;
When our anxious hearts would fear You
As a seat of judgment,
In Christ we know your Presence as
Forgiveness without end;
Loosen the resentment that entangles our weary mils,
Teaching our hearts to die to life in Christ. Ama.

A period of silence for reflection follows each lesson and the sermon. Allow your attention
to drop in and down and rest upon your breath. When distractions arise — such as thoughts
and sounds and smells — simply notice and return to the breath.

Hebrew Scriptures Genesis 50:15-21

Reader: A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Pondering their father’s death, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph isvéthgng and
repays us for all the wrong we did him?” So they approached Joseph, sayinge“Befor
Jacob died he said to us, ‘“You must say to Joseph: | beg you, please forgive your brothers
their crime and their sin and all the wrong they did you.” Now therefore, we ask you,
forgive the crime of us who are faithful to the God of your parents.” Joseph wept when he
heard this. Then the brothers wept also, and fell down before him, saying, “We present
ourselves before you, as your attendants.” Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraidy is\e to

put myself in God’s place? You planned evil for me, but God planned it for the good, as it
has come to pass this day — to bring about the survival of many people. So you need not be
afraid. | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this mannerdseiged them

with words that touched their hearts.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Assembly:  Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 103: The Lord is Kind and Merciful (Marty Haugen)

This music covered under One Licensing agreement 4867

Christian Scriptures

The Epistle Romans 14:1-12

Reader: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Community at Rome.

Welcome those whose faith is weak, and don’t argue with them. The opinions of people
range from those who believe they may eat any sort of meat, to those whose aith is s
weak they eat only vegetables. Those who eat everything must not despise those who
abstain. The ones who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has
welcomed them. Who are you to judge someone else’s worker? It's for the entploy
decide if the worker has succeeded or failed — and the worker will succe@udirfGod

has the power to make it so. One person considers one day more sacred than another,
another considers all days equally sacred — and both are equally certain @ivtheir
opinions. The person who observes special days does it for Our God. Whoever eats meat
does it for Our God and gives thanks to God. Whoever abstains does it for Our God and
gives thanks to God. We don't live for ourselves, nor do we die for ourselves. While we
live, we live for Christ Jesus, and when we die, we die for Christ Jesus. Both in life and in
death we belong to Christ. That's why Christ died and came to life again — in@rder t
reign supreme over both the living and the dead. But you, how can you sit in judgment of
your sisters or brothers? Or you, how can you look down on your sisters or brothers? We
will all have to appear before the judgment seat of God. Scripture says, “Asasirely

| live” — it is Our God who speaks — “every knee will bend before me and every tongue
will give praise to God.” We will all have to give an account of ourselves befwle G
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Assembly:  Thanks be to God
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Hymn (see hymn board)
We stand as able.

The Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

Deacon A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Assembly  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Peter came up and asked Jesus, “When a sister or brother wrongs me, hownesny ti
must | forgive? Seven times?” “No,” Jesus replied, “not seven times)ybiekbeventy

times seven. And here’s why. The kindom of heaven is like a ruler who decided to settle
accounts with the royal officials. When the audit was begun, one was brought in who
owed tens of millions of dollars. As the debtor had no way of paying, the ruler ordered
this official to be sold, along with family and property, in payment of the debt. #ttha
official bowed down in homage and said, ‘I beg you, your highness, be patient with me and
| will pay you back in full.” Moved with pity, the ruler let the official go and veroff the

debt. Then that same official went out and met a colleague who owed the offemay tw
dollars. The official seized and throttled this debtor with the demand, ‘Pay backauvhat
owe me!’ The debtor dropped to the ground and began to plead, ‘Just give me time and |
will pay you back in full.” But the official would hear none of it, and instead had the
colleague put in debtor’s prison until the money was paid. When the other officials saw
what had happened, they were deeply grieved and went to the ruler reportingréne e
incident. The ruler sent for the official and said, ‘You worthless wretch! leti@dcyour
entire debt when you pleaded with me. Should you not have dealt mercifully with your
colleague as | dealt with you?’ Then in anger, the ruler handed the officiabdwer t
tortured until the debt had been paid in full. My Abba in heaven will treat you exactly the
same way unless you truly forgive your sisters and brothers from yaus.hea

Deacon: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.

Assembly:  Thanks be to God.

The readings are taken frobhelnclusive Hebrew Scripturegol. |, I, andlll andThe Inclusive
New Testamentith © permission from: Priests for Equality/Quixote Center, P.O. Box 5206
Hyattsville, MD 20782 301-699-0042. Collect is by Kevin G. Thew Forrester.
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to all visitors and guests this morning! After the service, you are invited ®rédet
Room on the lower level (accessible by stairs or elevator) for coffee and satie.

TODAY'S HOSPITALITY AND WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

Presider Jim Sorenson Preacher Judd Spray
Deacon: Pat Micklow Organist:Jan Brodersen
First Reader Jo DeYoung Second Reader Tom Feller
Prayers of the PeopleBob Railey Chalice Bearers Vince Reed
Ushers Bob and Nancy Railey Server Dan Platt

Altar Guild: Kate Kenney and Jean Contois
Coffee Hour Hosts Karen Benstrom; Jim and Jan Edwards
Evening Prayer Officiant Bob Railey

Eucharistic Visitors MGH: Bob Railey
Snowberry Heights — Warren Glass, Beverly Harkin: Marcia Franz
Hugh Kahler and Mary Lola Kent: Bob Railey

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’'S
September Food Bank Needs: Cans of green beans, corn and peas

Tuesday, 16 Mindfulness Meditation 7:45 am
Camp New Day 6:00 pm
“Exploring Relationship Between God, Liturgy & Ministry” 6:30 pm
Wednesday, 17 Welcomers 11:00 am
Finance Committee 12:00 pm
Evening Prayer w/Holy Eucharist 5:30 pm
Choir Practice 7:00 pm
Thursday, 18 Mindfulness Meditation 7:45 am
Vestry 7:00 pm
Friday, 19" Ladies Luncheon, Page Conference Center 11:30 am
Saturday, 26 Episcopal Ministry Discernment Team 10:00 am
Sunday, 21 Holy Eucharist: 19 Pentecost 10:30 am

TODAY IS LAST DAY FOR TWO SIGN-UP LISTS
(see Sign-up bulletin board in chapel hallway)
1) Fall Quarter Liturgical Schedule (October - December) sign-appédity. If there are periods when
you should not be scheduled, please indicate that in the appropriate spaces of the Sélveaiyile
column) or roster ("Comments" column). You may use the appropriate rostereas@ar decrease your
involvement in any of these activitidsam especially in need of additional coffee hour hdStsnpleted
Fall Quarter schedules will be distributed beginning next Sunday.
2) Planning team for the 2009 "after-Epiphany” season. Highlights of this q¢@swate to "planning
opportunities") are in the areas of: a) ecumenism - the week for Christign(llam. 18-25), which Kevin
has invited us to expand to an inter-faith week. b) fellowship - Shrove Tuesday
The seasonal planning sign-up list will remain posted through mid-Februahefeemaining seasons of
the 2008-2009 liturgical year. - Bob Railey
ALTAR FLOWERS
Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in memory or celebration of a loved osigcap
on the list on the board in the atrium. If you have any questions or would like mareatibn,
call Jayne McQuaid at 226-2355.
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HUNGER WALK ENVELOPES AVAILABLE
Official date/place of the Hunger Walk is Saturday, Septembeait Al Quaal Recreation Area in
Ishpeming (registration at Bethany Lutheran Church, 2 blocks f&biQuaal). See the insert
page of this month's Messenger for details. You may do your walkyatime and place; for
those who plan to walk in Ishpeming, there is a car-pool sheet pastdte sign-up bulletin
board in the chapel hallway. If you, your family or your parish wiggdion are not walking,
please support our efforts by pledging donations to one or more of St. Paul'swalker

North Central Region Board Representatives
There are currently two vacant positions on the North Central Region Board for members that
will represent St. Paul’s parish. The board consists of two voting members from St. James the
Less, Harvey; Holy Innocents, Little Lake and St. John’s, Negaunee and a Diocesan Council
representative that the board appoints. The group gathers at one of the four parishes
approximately 5-6 times per year. If you are interested in representing St. Paul’'s as a member
of the group, please see Al Raymond, Rise Thew Forrester or call the church office at 226-2912.

Exploring the Relationship between God, Liturgy and Ministry
Ministry Support Team Formation — Everyone is welcome to attend and participate
Third Tuesdays (September thru April)
Begins Tuesday, Sept. 16" from 6:30 — 8:30 pm in the Chapel
Facilitated by Kevin Thew Forrester

We tend to understand Mutual Ministry as pertaining to changing the systems of ministry and
leadership in the church. But how we minister flows from how we pray, and how we pray flows
from our awareness of the One in whose image we are created and whose very likeness we are
asked to become.

Over the next 8 months, we will draw upon the scriptures, traditions, liturgies, iconography,
music, poetry, movement, and the Enneagram, to help us explore what it might mean for
worship and ministry to flow from an awareness of being at one with God, each other and
creation. Several resources will be used including the following two books by Cynthia
Bourgeault, “The Wisdom Way of Knowing: Reclaiming an Ancient Tradition to Awaken the
Heart”, and “The Wisdom Jesus: Transforming Heart and Mind — a New Perspective on Christ
and His Message”. Both books can be found at Amazon.com or locally at Snowbound Books on
Third Street. If you are interested in being included in a group order for a discount at
Snowbound, please contact Kathy in the church office at 226-2912 or emalil
kathylenten201@uplogon.com.
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Presents their first performance of the 2008-2009 season:

Selections from "My Fair Lady", "Barber of Seville", "Fantasi@he Godfather", "Les Miserables," and
more will be performed. We are very excited that Dr. Jacob Chi will be our nevaipeninconductor,
and that we'll be joined by soprano Lori Hultgren. Come and join us to celebrate our SyspRtn
season, and be inspired by some of the finest musicians around.

Ticket Prices: Children 12 and Under: $7, Children 13-18: $10
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