
5 October 2008 

Year A 21st Sunday after Pentecost - Proper 22 

THE WORD OF GOD 
TAKE -HOME INSERT 

 (21st Sunday after Pentecost IRCL – Proper 22) 
 

Collect 
Presider: The Lord is with you. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray together: 
  Beloved Creator, 
  We are your vineyard, 
  The holy ground  
  In which you live and move and have being: 
  May your Spirit till 
  The soil of our souls so that 
  Suffering is no more: 
  Justice, not bloodshed, 
  Becomes the fruit of our labor; 
  Forgiveness, not judgment, 
  Becomes the offering of our heart; 
  Hope, not despair, 
  Becomes the message of our lives; 
  In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
Children and teachers are invited to come forward at this time for a blessing before going to Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word. 
   
A period of silence for reflection follows each lesson and the sermon. Allow your attention to drop in 

and down and rest upon your breath. When distractions arise – such as thoughts and sounds and 
smells – simply notice and return to the breath. 

 
Hebrew Scriptures    Isaiah 5:1-7 
Reader: A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
Let me now sing of my friend –  
it is a love song about a vineyard. 
My friend had a vineyard 
on a fertile hillside. 
My friend dug the soil, cleared the stones, 
and planted the choicest vines; 
then within it built a watchtower, 
and constructed a winepress. 
My friend anticipated the crop of grapes, 
but what it yielded was rotten grapes. 
“Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah –  
judge between me and my vineyard: 
What more could I have done for my vineyard 
that I haven’t done? 
Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes 
did it bring forth bad fruit? 
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Now I will let you know 
what I mean to do to my vineyard: 
take away its hedge, give it over to grazing, 
break through its wall, let it be trampled! 
I will let it go to wilderness; 
it will not be pruned or hoed, 
but overgrown with thorns and briars. 
I will command the clouds 
not to send rain upon it.” 
The vineyard of the YHWH Omnipotent is the house of Israel 
and the people of Judah are God’s cherished vine. 
YHWH looked for justice, but found bloodshed; 
for righteousness, but found only a cry of suffering.  
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80: The Vineyard of the Lord (Michel Guimont) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This music covered under One Licensing Agreement #A-714367 

 
Christian Scriptures 
The Epistle      Philippians 3:4b-14 
Reader: A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Community at Philippi.  
If they think they have the right to put their trust in external evidence, I have even more right!  I was 
circumcised on the eighth day, being of the stock of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrew origins; in legal observance I was a Pharisee, and so zealous that I persecuted the church. I 
was above reproach when it came to justice based on the Law. But those things I used to consider gain, 
I now count as loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss in light of the 
surpassing knowledge of my Savior Jesus Christ, for whose sake I have forfeited everything. I count 
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everything else as garbage, so that Christ may be my wealth – indeed, that I may be found in Christ, 
not having any justice of my own based on observance of the Law. The justice I possess is that which 
comes through faith in Christ. It has its origin in God and is based on faith.  All I want is to know 
Christ, and the power of the resurrection, and how to share in Christ’s sufferings by being formed into 
the pattern of Jesus’ death – perhaps even to arrive at the resurrection from the dead. It’s not that I 
have reached it yet, or have already finished my course; but I’m running the race in order to grab hold 
of the prize if possible, since Christ Jesus has grabbed hold of me.  Sisters and brothers, I don’t think 
of myself as having reached the finish line. I give no thought to what lies behind, but I push on to what 
is ahead.  My entire attention is on the finish line as I run toward the prize – the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn (see hymn board) 
 
We stand as able. 
 
The Gospel      Matthew 21:33-46 
Deacon: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Assembly: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
“Listen to another parable. There was a property owner who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, 
installed a winepress and erected a tower. Then the owner leased it out to tenant farmers and went on a 
journey. When vintage time arrived, the owner sent aides to the tenants to divide the shares of the 
grapes.  The tenants responded by seizing the aides.  They beat one, killed another and stoned a third.  
A second time the owner sent even more aides than before, but they treated them the same way. 
Finally, the owner sent the family heir to them, thinking, ‘They will respect my heir.’ When the vine-
growers saw the heir, they said to one another, ‘Here’s the one who stands in the way of our having 
everything. With a single act of murder we could seize the inheritance.’  With that, they grabbed and 
killed the heir outside the vineyard.  What do you suppose the owner of the vineyard will do to those 
tenants?” They replied, “The owner will bring that wicked crowd to a horrible death and lease the 
vineyard out to others, who will see to it that there are grapes for the proprietor at vintage time.” Jesus 
said to them, ‘Did you ever read in the scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become 
the chief cornerstone; it was Our God’s doing and we find it marvelous to behold? That’s why I tell 
you that the kindom of God will be taken from you and given to people who will bear its fruit. Those 
who fall on this stone will be dashed to pieces, and those on whom it falls will be smashed.” When the 
chief priests and the Pharisees heard these parables, they realized that Jesus was speaking about them. 
Although they sought to arrest him, they feared the crowds, who regarded Jesus as a prophet. 
Deacon: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
The readings are taken from The Inclusive Hebrew Scriptures Vol. I, II, and III  and The Inclusive New 
Testament with © permission from:  Priests for Equality/Quixote Center, P.O. Box 5206 Hyattsville, MD 20782 
301-699-0042. Collect is by Kevin G. Thew Forrester. 
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������ ����������������������  to all visitors and guests this morning!  After the service, you are invited to the 
Great Room on the lower level (accessible by stairs or elevator) for coffee and conversation. 

 
TODAY’S HOSPITALITY AND WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 

 
 

CHANGES TO EUCHARISTIC VISITS AT MARQUETTE GENERAL HOSPITAL  
 Our Sunday Eucharistic visitors can no longer obtain the list of Episcopalian patients from Marquette 

General Hospital. Any Episcopal patient in MGH who would like to receive communion on Sunday will 
need to contact Marcia Franz or Bob Railey.  

 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
October Food Bank Needs:  pasta, spaghetti sauce with meat, trick or treat candy 
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Children’s Ministry Teachers:  Jan and Jim Edwards; Nancy Railey 
Altar Guild:   Sandy Purrington and Marcia Franz 
Coffee Hour Hosts:   Mary Sullivan, Al and Ellie Raymond 
Evening Prayer Officiant:  Kay Payant  
Eucharistic Visitors:  MGH: Marcia Franz  
                                   Valente Facility – Betsy Barnwell & Robina Payant; Kay Payant 
                                   Warren Glass: Bob Railey 
                                    Hugh Kahler: Kai Carrigan 

Presider: Kevin Thew Forrester Preacher:  Kevin Thew Forrester 
Deacon: Larry Shell Organist: Jan Brodersen 
First Reader:  Kay Payant Second Reader:  Tom Cappuccio 
Prayers of the People:  Bob Railey Chalice Bearers:   Coralie Hambleton & Bob Railey 
Ushers:   Dick and Jayne McQuaid Server:  Dan Platt 

Tuesday, 7th  Mindfulness Meditation 
Executive Committee 
Altar Guild 

7:45 am 
4:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Wednesday, 8th  Evening Prayer  
Choir Practice  

5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Thursday, 9th  Mindfulness Meditation 7:45 am 

Friday, 10th  Ladies Luncheon, Up North Lodge, Gwinn 11:30 am 
Sunday, 12th  Holy Eucharist: 22 Pentecost 10:30 am 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 

Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in memory or celebration of a loved one can 
sign up on the list on the board in the atrium.  If you have any questions or would like 
more information, call Jayne McQuaid at 226-2355.  
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                                                     Slide Presentation on Kurdistan, Iraq 
On Monday, Oct. 13, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Peter White Library the Citizens for Peace 
and Justice will present a program on Kurdistan, Iraq.  Martha Hayward spent ten weeks in Iraqi 
Kurdistan this summer teaching English at a language school.  She will show slides and share her 
experiences working with the Kurdish people.  Everyone is welcome.  Admission is free. 
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HAITI MISSION IN NOVEMBER  

Burt Purrington will be in Haiti for 3-4 weeks in November assisting with hurricane relief in our 
companion church and community, St. Alban's in Crochu.  The roads to Crochu were washed 
out by last month's hurricanes and floods, and what was once a one-hour hike up the 
mountain to this remote community now takes four hours (see the photos in the atrium).  Crops 
were almost completely destroyed, many livestock died and most homes were damaged or 
destroyed.  Short-term food and medical relief and rebuilding are essential, but Burt also will 
work with Pere, Carmel and local community leaders on plans for future development.  The 
people here are in desperate need of financial support -- both immediate and long-range.  
Checks may be made out to St. Paul's with a memo to "Laurie's Haiti Fund."   
  
There is also a drop box in the atrium for any items you'd like to send with Burt.  Items that are 
especially needed include: children's chewable multivitamins, prenatal vitamins, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, hand soap (including plastic bottles of antibacterial soap), fingernail clippers 
and files, and small ("AA"-batteries) or wind-up flashlights.  You may also want to donate small 
items that brighten spirits and bring hope such as crosses on chains, ribbons and other hair 
thingies, bandannas/head scarves or colorful athletic t-shirts or jerseys.  Other items that can be 
used are listed on the box.  Burt thanks the many compassionate and generous souls from our 
St. Paul's Family who prayed, fasted and donated last week and he is ever-grateful for your 
continued prayers and support. 
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�
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The NMU Volunteer Center is preparing for another successful Make a Difference Day.  This year Make 
a Difference Day will be held on Saturday, October 25, and we would appreciate your help. 
 
Last year over 900 volunteers raked leaves and helped out the elderly and individuals with disabilities of 
Marquette County.  This year we hope to exceed this number by focusing on community groups and 
encouraging their involvement. 
 
If you are interested in being a volunteer, contact Kai Carrigan at 249-9829 by Friday, October 10. 
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North Central Region Board Representative 

We are looking for one member of St. Paul’s to fill a vacancy on the North Central Region 
Board. The board consists of two voting members from the parishes of St. James the Less, Holy 
Innocents, and St. John’s, and a Diocesan Council representative that the board appoints.  The 
group gathers approximately 5-6 times per year.  If you are interested in being St. Paul’s 
representative, please see Al Raymond, Rise Thew Forrester or call the church office at 226-
2912.   

 
 

 


